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Our Country, Our Children: Protecting Them Both

Protect America's Future by Protecting America's Children

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month in the Army

[Not to be released without the review and approval of the Installation Commander]

To All Units:

 It is the Army's duty to protect and defend our constitution, our country and its citizens. As soldiers, when we protect our children, we protect our nation's future.

Soldiers, civilian employees, and family members can make a positive contribution to the growth and development of the children in their lives.  Each of us can:

· Build strong commitments with family, friends, neighbors and community to keep all children safe. 

· Instill confidence in our children so that they can count on us as trustworthy adults.

· Acknowledge that child abuse is one danger we can control

Officially, April is the month when we celebrate the well being of all children in our Army family.  April is both the "Month of the Military Child" and "Child Abuse Prevention Month."   This year, our campaign slogan is "Our Country, Our Children: Protecting Them Both."

Every member of our community needs to understand:

· Any form of child abuse goes against Army values and undermines our mission.

· Everyone in our community has the responsibility for keeping children safe.

Everyone in our community can take action:
· 
· Keep yourself and your children safe

· Reach out to other families and children

· Stay informed and connected 

· If you see child abuse, report it

· Volunteer and share your time and skills with other parents 

As commander, I support our Family Advocacy Program in its child abuse prevention mission.  Turn to them for information and assistance.

Child abuse prevention is a command priority at [name of local installation.]  During April 2003 and throughout the year, join us in protecting America's future by protecting America's children.

Signed:

[Installation Commander's signature]

