Child Abuse Prevention Month in the Army, 2004

THEMES

In today's Army, child abuse prevention depends on leadership from command and parents to mobilize the community for the protection and care of all children. It is everyone's responsibility to keep children safe.

SLOGAN FOR 2004:

Building Safe Communities Prevents Child Abuse

INSTALLATION COMMANDER'S PROCLAMATION 

[To be used only with the approval of the Installation Commander]

To the Entire [Installation name] Community

This community is committed to putting an end to child abuse.  It is for that reason that the Army designates April as child abuse prevention month.

 Everyone shares responsibility for keeping our children safe from child abuse and neglect.  Parents have personal accountability for their children's protection. Command and all community members share with parents the duty to create a supportive and secure environment for children.

Prevention takes action.  Prevent Child Abuse America has defined five ways to make prevention work, and I call on everyone to

1. Reach out to families and children.  Volunteer for children's programs in the community.

2. Raise the issue.  Don't allow the issue of child abuse to be swept under the rug.

3. Remember the risk factors:  isolation, stress, substance abuse, anger and indifference put our children in danger.

4. Recognize the warning signs for child abuse and neglect.   Your Army Family Advocacy Program staff can help.

5. Report suspected abuse and neglect to (your Installation RPOC).

Children who grow up in a safe and secure community become the leaders of the future.  The entire Army community is responsible for making that future possible. 

[Signed by the Installation Commander]

