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	CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH IN THE ARMY 2008

KEEPING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SAFE

Draft Installation Commander's Proclamation


January 31, 2008

To:
FAP Worldwide

From: 
Tom Hanna


Cornell Programs

Re:
DRAFT Installation Commander's Proclamation


Child Abuse Prevention Month in the Army: 2008

The following has been approved in your efforts at the Installation level.

Points covered:

· Background for the 2008 Campaign

· Draft Installation Commander's Proclamation

· Roll-out Timeline

· Approved Themes/Slogans 

BACKGROUND FOR THE 2008 CAMPAIGN:

We have a significant opportunity to use the Army Child Abuse Prevention Month 2008 Campaign to highlight the many new prevention initiatives for child abuse and maltreatment. Recent research has also indicated that Child Neglect is on the increase in the Army (Gibbs, et al. JAMA August 2007) This documented increase in child neglect for enlisted Soldier families with combat-related deployments has generated an outpouring of extra prevention resources (additional NPSP visitors, expanded child care opportunities) aimed at the most vulnerable families.  This increase during wartime speaks to the genuine concern of many. While our Soldiers are away fulfilling their mission to protect and defend the country, now more than ever, extended family members, friends, neighbors, all of the community both inside and outside the gate need to join forces to protect and support children and parents and caregivers at home.    The Army Family Covenant rededicates the Army to make services for families commensurate with their own sacrifices as well as those of our Soldiers.  Additionally the Army Integrated Family Service Network (AIFSN) initiative has as a major emphasis on community collaboration as a tool for supporting service members and families.  We hope to inspire everyone in the Army and civilian   communities to connect with isolated parents and help connect all families to needed prevention and intervention resources. 

The Draft Installation Commander's Proclamation appears on the next page.

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH IN THE ARMY 2008

INSTALLATION COMMANDER'S PROCLAMATION (draft)

[To be used only with the approval of the Installation Commander]

To All Units:

We are an Army at war, and we recognize that both our Soldiers and our Families are making sacrifices every day. With deployment being a significant reality of Army life, it is imperative that our Soldiers go on their mission with the certainty that their spouse and children have our support.

The reality is that deployments to certain locations are long, unpredictable and dangerous.  This puts significant stresses on Soldiers, spouses, and children. The Army has built powerful responses to these challenges, but it is not enough to just say "we have the services you need."  

We now know from research published in the Journal of the American Medical Association that some Army children touched by parental deployment to Iraq and Afghanistan are at greater risk for child neglect.  The research confirms that the tremendous stresses (parenting alone, anxiety for the parent in harm’s way) experienced by Families contribute to the problems associated with higher increases of injury and abuse.  

Now, more than ever, we have to demonstrate our commitment to provide our children and their parents and caregivers with a strong supportive environment where children can be safe and thrive. The quality of life for our Families must match the quality of their Soldier’s service. 

As commander of this installation, I ask that you rededicate yourselves to protecting our children here on the home front. We have to mobilize everyone in the (Installation Name) community, inside and outside the gate, to play a role in supporting child abuse prevention.  

Therefore, our Child Abuse Prevention Month campaign for 2008 must reinforce the promises of the Army Family Covenant.  Just as we give full support to the force, so we have to give full support to the Families.

We are Army Strong.  Now, in Child Abuse Prevention Month 2008, we need to show that we are Army and Community Strong in Keeping Children and Families Safe.  

(Signed)




INSTALLATION COMMANDER

The Roll-out Timeline and Approved Themes appear on the next page

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH IN THE ARMY 2008

ROLL-OUT TIMELINE

· December 31, 2007:  Approval of a Theme and Slogans for the April 2008 Campaign. Rationale:  Installations often ask us for a 90-day lead time for obtaining local approvals for any theme or slogan that will be used in the Child Abuse Prevention Month campaign. Completed
· January 31, 2008: Approval of the Installation Commander's Proclamation. Rationale:  Some installations say they need at least 45 days of lead-time to clear the Installation Commander's Proclamation through the chain of command.  If we provide the field with an approved Proclamation 60 days in advance, the field will be able to take best advantage of our input. Completed
· February 15, 2008: Approval of at least 2 Posters for the 2008 Campaign.  Rationale: With a six-week lead-time, Installations will have the best chance of clearing, printing and distributing posters in April 2008.  Two or more posters with some variation in slogans gives Installations a chance to choose one poster that best matches local needs, or multiple posters to meet multiple local needs. Pending
APPROVED THEMES:

	Army Strong:
	Army + Community Strong:

	Keeping Children and Families Safe
	 Keeping Children and Families Safe
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